





ISAAC SMITH FARMHOUSE, MELVILLE 


Library of Congress 


urtesy The Historic American Building Survey 











FABLE of CONTENTS 


THE STORY OF “BANVARD’S FOLLY 
MOUNT PAINTED LOCAL FRIEND 
SWEET HOLLOW CHURCH, MELVILI 
GRANNY ROAD AND OTHERS 
PROM DR. WOOD'S SCRAPBOOK 
HEMPSTEAD PL&INS’ HIDDEN SCH 
MORE ON EARLY RAILROADS 
LETTERS FROM 


YOPS 


FORUM READERS 














VO! 


AN, 











H. E. Swezey & Son, Inc. 
GENERAL TRUCKING 
Middle Country Rd., Eastport 
Te ephones 
Riverhead 2350 Eastport 250 














Louden-Knickerbocker 
Hall 


A Private Sanitarium for 
Nervous and Mental Diseases 
s1 Louden Ave Amityville 


A Mityville 4-0053 














Farmingdale 
Individual Laundry 
Dry Cleaning - Laundering 
Rug Cleaning 


Broad Hollow Road Farmingdale 


Phone FArmingdale 2 


0300 




















ALL CARS WANTED 
Cash Waiting - Bring Papers 
MULLER 
Chrysler and Plymouth Dealer 
Merrick Road and Broadway 
AMITYVILLE 














BRAKES RELINED 
on Passenger Cars and Trucks 
Power Brake Sales Service 
Suffolk County Brake Service 
‘14. Medford Avenue, 


Tel. 1722 








FURNITURE 
S. B. HORTON CO. 
(Estab 
321 Main St 
Tel. 154 


ished 1s62 


Greenport 


Patchogue 




















G. ERNEST BARKER 
Amityville 


Texaco Products 














SUNRISE 


Division Household Fuel Corp 


‘Blue Coal’ 
Fuel Oil 


Amityville Farmingdale 
1060 12 


Lindenhurst 
178 

















THE 
one Istann 
Forum 


Published Monthly at 
AMITYVILLE, N. ¥ 
POR LONG ISLANDERS EVERYWHERE 


ase ma Ma #47, at the 
post ¢. New York er the A 
March 3 4 
Pau Baitey, Pudblisher-Editor 
gq Ldito 
Clarence A. Wood, LL.M., Ph.D. 

Malcolm M. Willey, Ph.D 
John C. Huden, Ph.D 


Contributyu 








NICHOLS 
RUG CLEANING 
Freeport 
8 E. Sunrise Highway Tel. 8-1212 


Rug and Furniture Cleaning 














Our Specialty 
PRESCRIPTIONS 
POLSKY’S PHARMACY 


197 Broadway AMityville 4-0515 














Old Glen Head Cemetery 

In Griffin’s Journal is recorded 
a Revolutionary War 
garding Deborah Townsend, wife 
cf Jotham Townsend, both of Cedar 
Swamp Glen Head) in Nas 
sau County 

Captain Jothan 
jcined Washingten’s 
Deborah at 
the childrer 
party of 


incident re 


(now 


Townsend had 
army, leaving 
home to take care of 
One day 


cavalry 


and the farm 
Britis! 
d 


entered the 


a small 
arrived, 
house and demanded grait 


dismounted, 
for thelr 
horses 

Upon being tol by 
end that she 
the cfficer 


docr cf the grair 


Mrs 


nad no gralr 


Towns 
for them, 
split the 


storage 


threatened to 
house 
and preceeded “as if to execute hi 
fiendish promise.” Mrs. Townsend 
seizeda bread shovel and brandished 
it “with 
and skill 
aying, if 
cf the wive 
useless to think of subduir 

Augustus 
author, 
peared in 


place, containing the 


such consummate 
that the cffticer 
this womar 


courage 
retreated 
a sample 
of our opponents it i 
gy them 
Griffin, the Journal’ 
then describes, as it ap 
1850, the family burial 
marble stones 
marking the graves of Jotham and 
Deborah Townsend 
in 1815 and De 
1841. Her maid 
105 
rhe 


down abcut 


Jotham died 


rer 


boran, 
(Charity ved t 


Townsend house was tort 


The buria 


25 vears ayo 


is in a grove of trees on top 
of a hill just so of the Gler 
Head railroad stat I visited th 


recently and found a new 


place 
itheast 


cemetery 
hole had 
(the shovel wa 
tones 
pu hed over 

I am wondering 
way that thi 


”?0 feet quare, ¢ 


beer over a grave 


there), some 
were broker and others 
f there s 


sma cemetery 


about 


erved 


Coast To Coast 


Kind regards and best wishes to 
the Forum. S. S. Conklin, 
Beach, Cal. (Mr. Conklin, head of 
the Long Press Tele 
yram a native mg Is 


Jeach Daily 


Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 


172 Main St Tel. 1085 Islip 














Loans on Bond and 
Mortgage 
Deposits Aecepted by Mail 
First National Bank of Islip 
Member Fed. Deposit Insurance Corp 




















PHONOGRAPHS 
SUFFOLK AND NASSAU 
AMUSEMENT CO 
2393 


Tel. Patchogue 








FURNITURE 
Frigidaire 
Home Appliances 


Englander & Simmons 
Sleep Products 


BROWN'’S 
Storage Warehouse 


Your Furniture and Appliance Store 
155 Maple St Phone 31 ISLIP, L. 1 
Established lyly 














Highest Grade 
MEATS 
South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop 


Amity ville 
41-0212 


At the Triangle 
A Mityville 

















LEIGH’S TAXICABS 
MOTOR VANS - STORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Busses For Hire 
A Mityville 4-0225 
Near Amityville Depot 























MAY 


1952 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


“Ohe Story of “SBanvard’s Golly” 


NCE upon a time a hun- 
dred years ago there was 
a real story-book castle in Cold 
Spring Harbor. Little remains 
of it today; a bit of stone 
foundation in the garden of 
the ‘laylor residence now oc- 
cup ying the site, a few memor- 
ies in the minds of some old- 
timers and a picture of the 
castle, originally sketched by 
its owner. The picture shows 
the castle in all its splendor of 
square towers and round, tur- 
reted and crenellated, arches 
and columns, a sweep of drive- 
way and a stretch of lawn and 
landscaping sloping to the har- 
ber shore below. It was a busy 
harbor in those days, home 
port for coastal schooners, a 
steamboat plying to and from 
New York and a small but 
prosperous group of whaling 
ships, roaming the South Seas 
and arctic waters on two or 
three year voyages. 

I doubt that this prosperous, 
commercial aspect of the vill- 
age influenced John Banvard 
greatly when he chose the 
place to build his castle for 
Banvard was an artist and a 
connoisseur of scenic beauty 
and it was a compliment to 
Long Island that after twenty 
years of roaming his native 
land and three years abroad, he 
chose to settle here, make a 
home for his young and grow- 
ing family and pursue his ar- 
tistic career. Not yet forty 
but in possession of a_ self- 
made iortune, recently re- 
turned from a triumphal tour 
of England, France and other 
foreign parts, as artist and 
showman, Banvard in 1852 
bought sixty acres cf shore 
front, woods and upland mea- 
dows just beyond the steam- 
boat dock on Shore Road and 
picked his building sié? on a 
gentle rise of ground affording 
a fine harbor view. 

Local gentry had built im- 
pressive, four-square  mani- 
sic6ns on hilltops at the har- 
bor’s head, prospering sea cap- 
tains were erecting commodi- 


ous homes along the village 
Main Street and on the out- 
skirts less-pretentious 
but comfortable tarm homes 
But none of these types fitted 
the artist’s ambitious dreams. 
His imagination had 
dazzled by the grandeur and 
dignity of stately dwellings 
abroad. With ample means to 
indulge his fancy, he resolved 
to build himself a castle, 
on a scale suitable for family 
living. He drew his plans, and 
craftsmen workmen for 
miles around were kept busy 
with the construction. Two 
years it took and another year 
of landscaping, furnishing and 
adornment. It was the show 
piece of the neighborhood. 
People came from near and 
far, commented, admired, crit- 
icized; a “furrin’, fantastic, 
fairytale castle ina plain Long 
Island = setting Janvard's 
Folly” they called it, half-ad 
miringly, half jeeringly. Thick 
woods rose steeply at the back 
of the building; the artis 
had a new baby daughter, Ada 
—so, Glenada Castle. 

What is the storv behind the 
fortune that built Glenada 
Castle? In 1830 “westward the 
was taking 
both reck- 


stood 


been 


but 


and 


course of empire” 
its Way, an age of 


Glenada Castle 


Built 1853 for John Banvard at Cold Spring Harbor 


less and calculated adventure 
and exploration. Fifteen-year 
old John Banvard left a com- 
fortable home in New York 
City to become a part of this 
westward trek. Adolescent 
youth received little coddling 
in those childhood to 
manhood overnight. For the 
next fifteen years, this youth 
from the Eastern seaboard 
lived the life of a riverman, on 
the Ohio from Louisville and 
then onto a mightier stream, 
St. Louis and the Mississippi. 
He had been endowed with 
two fine talents, a love of line 
and color along with facility 
with pencil and paint brush 
and the urgent instincts of a 
producer and showman, so he 
eked out a precarious living 
following those natural bents, 
sketching, painting, gather- 
ing oddities and curios and 
displaying them alf on raft 
museums, poling up and down 
the busy rivers, putting into 
ports where he bally-hooed his 
show and gathered pennies 
from the curious who came to 


gaze 


days, 


“Life on the 


Mississippi” 
was full of actions, adventure 
and color and many other ar- 
tists were transferring some- 
thing of its grandeur and ro- 
mance to sketch book and can- 


vas. Audubon, in 1843, was 


Now site of 


H.C. Taylor residence 
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up the Missouri to 
new, strange birds 
and quadrupeds for his  pic- 
ture collections. Banvard was 
doing nothing unusual, but he 
not content to be one 
among many. As his collec- 
tion of sketches and paintings 
accumulated and he sensed the 
interest of his river audiences 
in viewing them, an idea, a 
dream, an ambition took shape 
in his mind. 

Around the of his 
crude raft shanties, he ar- 
ranged his drawings in panor- 
amic fashion. The panorama 
and the diorama, those early 
progenitors of today’s movies 
and TY, beginning to 
catch the popular fancy and 
Banvard proposed to create a 
panorama of the Mississippi 
that would be “the largest 
painting executed by 
man’, as he describes it. To 
provide ample material for the 
he took a lonely trip 
in a light skiff, his only lugg- 
age a portmanteau of sketch- 
ing materials, and embarking 
at the Missouri’s mouth 
sketched his way down to New 
When he returned to 
Louis, his sketches showed 
in accurate detail, miles of 
changing scenery, wild life 
and vegetation on the shores 
and something of the traffic 
ot on this fabulous 
waterway. With the hoarded 
earnings from his years of 
“trading on the river”, he set 
himself up in a barn-like 
tudio on the city’s outskirts 
and on massive rolls of canvas 
made to order in New England 
cotton mills undertook “the 
task of depicting 
than three miles of 
of scenery of 
of two thousand 
miles in extent’. These words 
come from a letter written by 
a friend who visited in the 
studio and who calls Banvard 
“one of the master spirits of 
the age’. He continues, “a por- 
tion of the canvas was wound 
ipon an upright roller or drum 
and as the artist completes a 
portion of his painting, he 
thus dispose s of it ‘ 
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YOMETIME in the early 
part of the nineteenth 
century Floyd Smith came to 
East Setauket, “from Orange 
County”, it was said. That is 
the only clue to his lineage or 
his birthplace that we now 
have. 
Floyd Smith was a small 
man with blue eyes and a soft 


Mrs. Steffens’ Sketch of Floyd Smith Por- 
trait by Wm. S. Mount 


curl to his hair. He was 
friendly, the kind of person 
who would stop a youngster on 
the road and say: “‘Let’s see, 
now, you are Mr. So-and-so’s 
little grandson, aren’t you?”, 
thus winning the child’s affec- 
tion and perhaps gathering a 
bit of local news. He must also 
have been liked by people gen- 
rally, because he was for many 
years an elder in the Setauket 
Presbyterian Church. There 
he led the singing at Sunday 
Services, pitching the 
tunes by the use of small tun- 
ing forks. 

One particular 
Floyd Smith’s was William 
Sidney Mount. Mr. Mount 
lived two years following 
Flovd Smith's death in 1866, 
and during that time he 
painted his friend’s portrait 
from memory. From. this 
prized family treasvre* the 
writer has made the sketch of 
her great-grandfather. 


too, 


friend of 
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“Painted Local Sfriend 


Emu 


Twice married, first to 
Charity Smith, and later to 
Anne Satterly, Floyd Smith 
had five children, Temperance, 
Lewis, Emily, Selah and Sam 
uel. The Smith house in Eas 
Setauket, long since in other 
hands, was built about one 
hundred years ago. 


h. Steff H 


He was no farmer, but Floyd 
Smith filled his station in the 
community in other ways. A 
map drawn in 1864, signed 
with his name, shows that he 
was then Trustee of the Town 
of Brookhaven. The original 
of the map was recently sent 
to the Suffolk Museum. in 
Stony Broo! 

Like his father, Samuel Sat- 
terly Smith, the youngest son, 
had blue eyes, with an expres 
sion in them so similar that 
Mr. Mount chose to use them 
for his model when he painted 
the father’s portrait from 
memory. But Samuel was a 
man of large frame, and tall, 
having little other resem 
blance to his father 

At the age of fourteen he 
took to the sea, where he spent 
the next thirty his 
life, first in coastwise shipping. 
and finally as Master of the 
full-rigged ship Saint Elmo in 
service the world 


years of 


around 


Boyhood H 


of Wm. S. Mount at Stony Br 


Even as his father looked out- 
ward to the care of territory 
beyond his home, so did Cap- 
tain Samuel follow the trade 
routes to foreign shores. The 
Clipper Ships of that era were 
spreading our horizons both 
in terms of trade and of a 
greater understanding of the 
peoples of other lands. The 
men of Setauket played their 
parts in the growth of Amer- 
ica 

On the long voyages the 
Captain remembered his home 
in East Setauket, and since he 
too possesse da pea od voice and 
the love of song, the words of 
an early American ballad com- 
posed by George Cooper and 
J. R. Thomas, expressed his 
longing for the home on Long 
(sland: 


Beautiful Isle of the sea! 

Smile on the brow of the 
waters; 

Dear are your mem’ries to me, 

Sweet as the songs of your 
daughters 

Oft on your shell-girdled 
shore, 

Evening has found me 
reclining, 

Visions of youth dreaming 
o'er, 

Down where the lighthouse 
was shining. 
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Sweet SHollow (Church, EWelville- 


A people of a certain place, 

Who had a hard and tedious case, 

To go so far a length of road 

To pay their worship to the Lord 

Through winter’s cold and summer's 
heat 

With shivering limbs and pain and 
sweat. 

They did devise some shorter way 

To spend the holy sabbath day. 


So they conclude with one accord 
To build a house of worship to the 
Lord 


These are the opening words 
of “Lines on the Erection of 
Sweet Hollow Church, 1829” 
composed by Zophar Ketcham 
(1746-1837) when eighty- 
three vears of age and blind. 
They are preserved for us in 
a small book written by Conk- 
lin Baylis (“Conklin Baylis, 
His Book, 1833’) at the age 
of fourteen vears. This manu- 
script, a gift to the Hunting- 
ton Historical Library, con- 
tains the full story of this 
event, along with other folk- 
lore of Sweet Hollow and 
Huntington. 

The long and tedious trek 
of about four miles to the Old 
First Church of Huntington 
each Sabbath day, along roads 
in varying state of repair. and 
in all kinds of weather, had 
long become burdensome, es- 
pecially as these journeys 
were halted by extra rabbini- 
when many had 
had to preach sermons “twelve 
to fourteen miles long” along 
the wayside. Then too the 
company of Sabbath day pil- 
grims had increased greatly. 

The picturesque valley, ly- 
ing at the foot of West Hills, 
was known as Samuel Ketch- 
am’'s Hollow in the later 1600s, 
the above Zophar being but 
one of Samuel's descendants. 
Another early settler in this 
vicinity was Bartholomew 
Smith, whose great-vrandson 
was John Howard Smith 
(1745 - 1835). Bartholome« 
married Elizabeth Ireland 
(1746-1831) and lived to see 
nearly three hundred descend- 


cal sessions 


‘Murtha K. Hal 


ants. Shortly after the Revo- 
lution, the family of Daniel 
Baylis of Jamaica settled here 
and grew exceedingly, so that 
along with the Oakleys, Ever- 
itts, Nostrands, Whitsons and 
others there was quite a popu- 
lation in the community of 
Sweet Hollow 

The prime movers and prin 
cipal contributors to the 
church were Elders John Ev- 
erett and Isaac Baylis, James 
Nostran, Oliver Smith, Jacob 
Baylis, John Carman, Mrs 
Elias Baylis, Daniel Baylis 
Oliver Baylis, John Smith and 
others. 

The names of the original 
members were: John Carman, 
Isaac Bavlis, John Everett, 
Tabitha Everett, Charity Bay- 
lis, James Nostran, Phebe 
Nostran, Susan _ Nostran, 
Jacob Baylis, Baylis, 
Mary Bavlis. Jane Bavlis, 
Freelove Smith, Jane Bedell 
John Pearsall, Abigail Bedell, 
Amy Smith, Phebe Combs, 
Jacob Smith. Anna Smith, 
John Smith, Elizabeth Smith, 
Oliver Smith, Hannah Smith, 


Rebecca 


Sweet Hollow Presbyterian Church 


Abigail Baylis, Phebe M. Bay- 
lis, Oliver Baylis, Jacob Smith, 
Mary Carman, Jane Carman, 
Betsey Carman, Phebe Car- 
man, John B. Carman, Jane 
Carman, Elizabeth Conklin, 
Sarah Oakley, Mary Wiggins, 
Hannah Ketcham, Daniel Bay- 
lis, Abby Baylis, Elizabeth 
Baylis, Aletta Woolsey, Mary 
Ann Carman. 

And so it was that after 
much deliberation in meetings 
held in the homes of John Ev- 
eritt and Elias Baylis it was 
decided to build a church, and 
anew church body was orean- 
ized on May 25, 1829. (These 
houses of Baylis and Everitt, 
which still stand, were long 
held sacred by the church 
members.) Rev. Charles Web- 
ster of Hempstead, Rev. Elias 
W. Crane of Jamaica and Rev. 
John Goldsmith of Newtown 
appeared as a committee of 
the Second Presbytery of New 
York, of which the church 
became a member. 


Rev. Nehemiah Brown, pas- 
tor of the Old First Church of 


Huntington was 
the organization, 


( tinued 


present at 
when the 


on next page 
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GEORGE C. WHITE 
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24 Park Ave. Tel. 208 


Bay Shore 
Pleasure Boat Insurance Specialist 
GEORGE C. BARTH 


+A Broadway, xt to Po 
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and equip- 

Main Street, 


k Clayton Smith, 
placement parts, 
ment 218-220 East 
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tools 


Imperial Washable Wallpapers 
Moore's Paints and Varnishes, Duco 
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Visitors Welcome 


The General Museum-Library of 
Suffolk County Historical So- 
y, at Riverhead, is open daily 

Sunday ind Holidays) 

ne to five P. M 
” iwi weicome (no 
educational insti- 
tution where ns connected with 

Long Island’ tory, culture and 
tural seier ire on display. 


charge) at thi 
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ent of 


Lowest 


Popular 
Possible 
size 


various con- 


to Losi’s 
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ir needs 


ior Store, 170 Park Ave 


Dodge-Plymouth Sales-Service 
Distributors for Firestone Products 
FERRY BROTHERS 
Main St. Te 


OW 109 Patchogue 
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Sweet Hollow Church 


Continued 


forty-five of his 
parishioners were read ‘‘dis- 
missed” to form the new 
church membership. A _ build- 
ing committee was formed 
consisting of John Everitt, 
James Nostran and Isaac Bay- 
lis, and the builders appointed 
were Seneca Durand and 
Francis L. Reeve. The build- 
ing had actually been 
menced on March 20 when by 
“A sudden and = mournful 
stroke One man got his ankle 
broke,” but the structure was 
completed in July and dedi- 
cated on the 16th of that 
month 


names. of 


com- 


Hollow Churc} 
name, 

Sweet Hollow now 

We've built a Church 
steeple 


By a little village of happy | 


Sweet 


Just when or how the name 
of Sweet Hollow was applied 
to this village is uncertain, 
though many theories are 
ofiered, but today it is known 
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as Melville. The main street 
follows the Old Country Road 

the southern extremity of 
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the first Indian Purchase, “the 
utmost of my bounds” o: Rase- 
okan, and may be reached by 
an old Indian trail from Hunt- 
ington village now known as 
Sweet Hollow road. Where it 
meets the old road, on the wes- 
tern corner, stands the church. 
The land was given by James 
Nostrand in 1794 for a school 
house, which north o! 
the church site and has long 
since disappeared. 


stood 


The first services held in the 
church by its pastor, Rev. N. 
C. Saxton, on October 10, 1829, 
were attended by five hundred 
people. Thirty-two new mem- 
bers were admitted, and by 
the time Rev. Joseph Nimmo 
resigned in 1836 the member- 
ship had grown to 118. Silas 
Wood, Long Island's first his- 
torian, worshipped here. It 
was during Mr. Nimmo’s time 
that the church transferred 
to the Long Island Presbytery. 
Rev. Chester Long (1836-53) 
Pev. Charles M. Oak'ev (185% 
66), Rev. P.B. Van Syckel and 
Rev. J. M. Huntting served 
until 1874, when Rev. L. C 
Lockwood became its pastor. 

During 1867 the edifice was 
repaired, and probably at this 
time acquired a steeple. Writ- 
ing of the church in 1876, Rev. 
Lockwood “The plain 
but neat and well-proportioned 
sbstartial edifice that lifts 
its tower, and heavenward 
points its pinnacle, and rings 
out the silver tones of its bell, 
is a lasting monument to the 
christian zeal and liberality of 
its rounders.” 

The 
that a 
erected for a 


states: 


church 


spacious 


prospered so 
home was 
resident minis- 
ter, and members of the 
church became missionaries 
for the Half Hollow Hills dis- 
trict. Re Lock™ood cooper 
ated with Rev. Mr. Graham of 
Farmingdale Methodist 
church, and eventually organ- 
ized ard built the church nox 
known as “The Church in the 
Wildwood.” 

During the early 1900s many 
a local farm which had been 
in the possession of the same 
family for generations 
sold. Most new 


Was 


owners were 


Churct the Wildwood, Melvill 
of different fait 
it Was necessa Vv to cl the 
Sweet Hollow Church for want 


Oo: a congregat 


OS¢ 


On. 

end of Wor!d Wat 
Il, people nave sought homes 
here to enjov the sequestered 
atmosphere which still lingers 
and in the irrounding vicit 
ity, housing developments 
hive apperred As the in 
creased population demanded 
a hovs? of 
church 


Sirce t 


worship, th 


ola 


vas reopened in 1949 


Letters From Our Readers 
( p 

From Dr. Wood's Scrapbook 
Citizen | 

after be 

from The 

wife Corr 

cauehte 

roverno) 

retired 

their 1 

upwatr 

ren wert 


The thre 


Panral 
uperinte 
Presbyte 
the latter 
Capt 
elected pre 
Tempe ral 


1, and in time 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


From Watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis 


lis p 


Sunday 


esent membership and 
will 
ulle extensious to the church 
building. 
Silas Wi 
in West 


+1 
Lilts 


school soon re 


od, 1759-1847, born 
Hills, remembered 
church ly a legacy ot 
and all his” religious 
A later worshipper ot 
the Hon. Henry L. 
whose recent death 
ended many Vvars residence as 
friend and reighbor both to 
West Hills and Huntington. 
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148 Mineola 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 


soulevard 


Hicksville 
SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 
Real 


90 Broadway Te 


Insurance 


Hicksville 600 


Estate 


Farmingdale 


Factory Sites, Buildings 
Conklin St., 
Estate Broker. 


See Grey Sosa, 291 


Farmingdale. Rea 


Tel. Farmingdale 321 
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DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Rastern Long Island Country 
ong Ocean, Sound, 


necock Bays 


2s a 


Peconic, Shi 


Port Washington 


Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Ine. 


Estate and Insurance 
176 Ma 
Pel. POrt Washingtor 


teal 
3124 
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JOHN J. RANDALL 
Freeport Rea 
Management 
200 W. Sunrise H 


Estate 
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painted a coat-of-arms or 
of wood which he pix 
beach from the fishing 
Narragansett wrecked off 
hampton in 1881 

Francis Schlatter, 
maker at 
fork, later 
publicity as a divine healer through 
out New Mexico and Colorado. Dur 
ing a three months stay in Denver 
he attracted, it is said, as many as 
300,000 people who sought to bene 
fit by his purported healing powers 

He died of starvation in the 
mountains of New Mexico, in the 
summer of 1897 

In March apt 
Smith of Manhansett or 
Island reported seeing five icebergs 
50 feet high, stranded off 


Island three f 


ked 


o! a shoe 
tne 


despread 


Jamesport or nortt 


acquired Ww 


1x99 ¢ Jame 


Shelter 


Gardai 
er’s atnon 


water 


Hempstead Plains’ Hidden Schools 


All Huck Finns, 
men tired” of book 


cept with satisfactior 


Gibbs 


grow! 
larnin’, w a 
the news that 
three schoolhouses are hidder 
on the Hempstead Plains 
In 1814 
choolhouse 
the side of Hi 
just north of Union Ave 
a simple structure exp 


away 


apboard-covered 


Plainedg 


a red, ¢ 
stood 


east 


rry 
ru y 


joists on the inside rafter 


eree! 


vrimed by smoke fron 
Near the rear wall was the master’ 


wood 


combination desk and platforn 


while facing 
rows of oal 


the mast 
eral 
each seating ter 

When a new 


proposed in 1878, this buildings 


schoolt 


sold at publi tior 
rhe new owner 
building to a spot 
section of Seaman's Ne« 
Union Avenue, 
day as a private 
by alterations and add 

Two imilar structu 
Bedelltowr 
“Beetletown” by « 
originally 
way in what is 
page. The 
was probably erect 
Commissioner B. W. D« 
meeting held in Hicksville p 
original Plait Edge District lL; 
(now District 18) on a “line be 
ginning at Christopher Stymus; a 
north of the Rail Road, 
Alexander Morton’s Scutt 
The Ea 
Road to the Bedelltown District anc 
from the Fast Wood and Rail R 
crossing to Morton’s Crossing 
the Hicksville District.’ 

Mrs. Josept 
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where t 
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(always 
houses, 
first hiding 


whing, at 


it the 
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Jarvis, 


1858 after 
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Realtor 

and Unqua Roads 
Massapequa 2297 and 940 


Licensed 
Merrick 


Commack 


JOHN W. NOTT 
Established 1925 
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Real Estate 
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rel. Midland 5 
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Phone Center Moriches 86 
Glen Head 
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Real Estate - Insurance 
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Resider ces for 


and 
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SUN 
Sur 
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sale 
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Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 
Member I I 


9979 
oci 


Real Estate Boar« 





MAY 


1952 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 
PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and 
889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
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JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 
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HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
Telephone 4-1500 


7 W. Glen Street 


Westbury 
HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 


WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
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EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 

Appraisals - Insurance 

FLoral Park 4-0333 


Sales - 
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year and a former teacher in the 
early Bethpage hools, 
them as follow 

“The first one room 
schoolhouse wa ocated 
corner where Broadway 
Plainview Road. It 
burning drinking wate: 
was carried from a neighbor's. No 
lights were in the b and at 
an evening the 
annual electior 
were used. Late 
school was abandor 


writes of 


little red 
near the 
woms tne 
had a wood 


stove ina 


1iding, 
such as 
rustees, lanterns 


1890's th 


meeting 
ft 
tne 
and another 
Broadway o1 


Gifford 


ed 
school was erected or 
land adjoining the pre 
property It too was a 
building and wa ilt at 
$700. This wa ul 
sidered far too muct 
dents. Here instead 
occupying 
former 
were provided rt 
had its own we from 
drinking water was drawn 
in pails in the entric Heat we 
furnished by a stove in the 
the room. Th Was 0C¢ 
pied until the building on Powe 
Avenue wa nstructed 
1912.” 

Today, the first 
verted to a t 
dwelling on the 
stead Turnpike 
ef Bethpage St 


second, 


sent 
one room 
a cost of 
amount cor 
Dy many res 
of the pupil 
iong ben¢ 

schoc 

school 
whict 


and Kept 


real 


about 


oolnouse, co! 
is part of a 
ide of Hem] 

half we 
Parkway. The 
beer 


stands 


mii 
a gray ding, has 
moved twice and now 
Sherman Avenue, Be 
use as a place of | ness 


thpage, afte! 
and 
age. 
The Monitor Montauk 
The account of the 
mcnitor, U.S.S. Mor 
March 
and suggested tha 
in response to the a 
Mr. Tooker as! ‘What prompted 
some cfficial ef the U.S. Navy d 
ing the Civil War to name one of 
the n that great 
cenflict, after | ‘ 
Point, Mcntaul 
It is well known that in 
battle-ships are 
States, cruiser 
cities, gunboat 
smaller places a 
naval heroes, marine 
My guess that the 
was not named for Montauk 
but for the Montauk Indians 
three other monitors, whose 
I remember, were all of Americar 
Indian origir They were the Mor 
adnock, and Miantor the 
1890s ar Nantucket, 
may have been of Civ 
My father, then ¢ 
( 


career 
tauk, I! 
my i 


I make 


issue, iro ed 
t a gues 


ithor’s query 


vessels, engaged 


‘ ? ‘ 
Island’s famou 


Navy 
the 
important 


tne 
named after 
after 
(formerly) after 
i other types after 
animals et« 
Montaul 
Point 
The 
names 


omah of 
which 
War vintage 


aptalr 
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HEN | wrote of the 

Granny (or Grannie) 
Road and the gallant red 
cloaked figure on her white 
horse who travelled it, she 
seemed like a legendary figure, 
dimly seen through the mists 
of time. Now in a letter from 
her great-great-grand-daugh- 
ter, Miss Grace Hulse of Wad- 
ing River, she has emerged 
from the shadows as a very 
real person. Miss Hulse has 
kindly allowed me to use her 
information to add to my first 
tale. 

When I first wrote of Gran- 
ny someone thought her name 
was Fletcher; they were not 
sure but for lack of a better 
one I used it. Now it seems it 
Was not that at all. 

Granny was born a Dicker- 
Her first husband was a 

who according to a 
Southold Town historian simp- 
ly vanished. Then she married 
Jonah Halsey of Southold and 
had two children, Jonah Jr. 
and Phoebe. Phoebe married 
Jonah Hulse and went to Wad- 
ing River to live. He was Miss 
Hulse’s great-grandfather. 

After Mr. Halsey died Gran- 
ny married a Mr. Peany. After 
the Revolution, they moved to 
Orange County, as did many a 
Long Islander of those days. 
Years later, a widow and 
broken in health, Granny went 
to her daughter’s home the old 
Hulse house in Wading River, 
there to end her days. 


son. 
Case 


When her grandson brought 
his young wife, Polly Youngs 
Hulse, home to the old house, 
both the aged ladies were still 
living. From Grandma Polly, 
Miss Hulse heard all the stor- 
ies about her great-great- 
grandmother that I have told, 
including the one about the 
black sheep’s wool. 

Miss Hulse told me another 
tale of that remarkable wom- 
an. One day a man rode wildly 
into Grannvy’s vard, his horse 
covered with foam. “Granny,” 
he cried, “A man has cut his 


bleed to death 
Take my horse; there is no 
time to lose.”” He had led an 
unbroken colt for his return. 
Granny gave one look at the 
tired horse. “I'll take the colt,’ 
she said, and on the colt she 
reached the man in time to 
save his lite. She must have 
been some fine horsewoman as 
Well as a fine doctress. 


leg and may 


another mem- 
orial road which 
bears her name. In the Suffolk 
County Historical Socety’s 
museum at Riverhead there is 
a lancet (an important surgi- 
cal instrument in the old 
days). The label reads: “Once 
the property of Granny Penny, 
for whom the Granny Road 
was named 


Granny has 


besides the 


People have been asking for 
more road here are 
two, with a promise of more to 
come: 


tales so 


in these davs people motor- 
ing gaily along the Montauk 
Highway between Blue Point 
and Patchogue little think of 
the trials and dangers of pass 
ing a certain part of that road 
in the eariy days of the settle- 
ments. For the South Country 
Road ¢ Purgatory 
Swamp, a frightful 
where the horses’ 
the mire and w 
even wolse dangers. 
often lurked in the 


rosse d 
place, 
feet sank in 
here there were 
Robbers 


under- 


LONG ISI 


Granny“ Road and Others 


Kate Wheeler Strong 


AND FORUM 


brush and ghosts were said to 
inhabit the thickets. 

| imagine only a case of life 
or death would have forced 
any one to pass that way after 
nighttall. It must have been 
some such place that inspired 
the old Cornish prayer: 


From goolies and ghosties 

And long-legged beasties 

And things that go bump in 
the night, 

Good Lord deliver us. 


When Town 
born Shaw, 
material was 
tioned Hot 
curiosity 


Historian QOs- 
from whom this 
obtained, men- 
Water Street my 
was aroused. It 
Hot Water Street is 
southeast of Manorville Sta- 
tion and is so called because it 
leads to Hot Water Pond. This 
pond never freezes. In fact, 
the water is warm even on the 
coldest day. It is said that the 
frogs have to leave the pond 
in summer or they would die. 

I wonder does that mean 
that there are subterranean 
fires under Long Island. 


seems 


Forum Stories Cited 


Among the articles selected as of 
interest to members of the 
New York State Historical Associa 
tion, by its librarian, James Taylor 
Dunn, were the following from the 
Long Island Forum: Long Island 
Witchcraft, by Marion F. Overton; 
Wading River’s Old Post Office, by 
Kate Wheeler Strong, and Farm 
ng on Gardiner’s Island, by Dr 
Malcolm M. Willey 
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Mount Painted Friend 
Far from the gladness you 
gave, 
Far from all joys worth 
possessing, 
Still o'er the lone, weary 
wave, 
Comes to the wand’rer your 
blessing 
Land of the True and the 
Old, 
Home ever dear unto me; 
Fountain of pleasures 
untold, 
Beautiful Isle of the sea. 


Editor's Note: Mrs. Stef- 
fens writes us in reference to 
the Mount painting owned in 
her family: “This portrait 
does not belong to me person- 
ally and I am sure that those 
who do have it would never 
care to part with it.” We ap- 
pend this note 
any inquiries 
painting 


to discourage 
regarding the 
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Industry 
ed find renewal for 1952. 
I wonder if you 
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could interest Dr. Wood some in the December 
thing on the escallop fishing as it than I can understand. It 
used to be on easterr land fine 

How he ever collected a tnose 
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Banvard’s Folly 


Continued from page 84 


Was, We presume, the method 
used when the three-mile can- 
vas Went on public display. So 
successful was the showing of 
the colossal picture in St. 
Louis that Banvard soon was 
able to pack it up and return 
after sixteen years to his 
native East. Boston was the 
cultural hub of the country 
then and with the help of a 
brother, a pastor of the Harv- 
ard Street Church, the artist 
rented a hall and opened his 
Panorama to the public for a 
half-dollar fee. The show was 
a “Smash Hit” attracting a 
steady flow of customers from 
all classes of the population. 
When after a busy winter 
Banvard announced a closing 
date in April, he had not only 
monetary reward but also the 
gratification of a set of resolu- 
tions passed by theState Legis- 
lature commending “the mag- 
nificent production” and “its 
young and talented artist.” 

A sidenote on the Boston 
showing is suggested by an 
item in the diary of the poet 
Longfellow under date of De- 
cember 16, 1846 when he com- 
mented, “Went to Banvard’s 
Panorama of the Mississippi 
last night. One seems to be 
sailing down the great stream 
and sees boats, sandbars and 
the cottonwoods in the moon- 
light. Three miles of canvas 
of great merit.” Every school 
child studying his English 
courses in New York State’s 
public schools has read the 
description of the unhappy 
Evangeline voyaging down the 
Mississippi in search of her 
lost Gabriel, a description re- 
plete with details of “rushing 
chutes among green islands’, 
“plume-like cotton trees”, 
“broad lagoons”, “silvery 
sendbars” where “large flocks 
of pelicans waded’. Yet when 
the poet wrote this narrative 
poem in 1847, he had not trav- 
eled even as far west as Ohio 
and cbviously drew largely up- 
on the Panorama for his word 
pictures. 

After an equally successful 
season in New York, Banvard 


decided to take his master- 
piece across the ocean and put 
it to the critical test of Euro- 
pean audiences and when he 
sailed in the summer of 1848 
he combined romance with 
business by taking a newly- 
wed bride with him. During 
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the next three years abroad, 
the Panorama ran almost con- 
tinuously for two years in the 
Egyptian Hall in Picadilly, 
London, and for one season in 
Paris. 600,000 English people 
viewed the marvel and among 
them was the artist’s most dis- 
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Bailey’s Long 


A limited number of sets of 
the Long Island History, com- 
piled by Paul Bailey and pub- 
lished last year by the Lewis 
Historical Publishing Com- 
pany of New York, has been 
made available through the 
Long Island Forum at one- 
third off the publishers’ price 

This drastic reduction from 
the original price of $46.50 is 
made possible by eliminating 
volume 3 which consists en- 
tirely of biographical sketches. 

Volumes 1 and 2 comprise 
the complete History as com- 
piled by Editor Bailey and 
written by leading authorities 
in every field, consisting of 
more than 1000 pages, 43 
chapters and 200 illustrations. 


These handsomely printed 
and bound deluxe books (size 
8x10°, inches) will be sent, 
while they last, in the same 
order that applications are re- 
ceived. Price $30. 

Besides the complete history 
of the island, from its discov- 
ery, including chapters on geo- 


Convenient 


Pay ments 


Island History 
logy and archaeology, there 
are separate chapters on each 
of the towns in Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, the history 
of the leading church denom- 
inations, Whaling, fishing, 
shell fisheries, agriculture, 
medicine, banking, education, 
aviation and many other sub- 
jects 

Long Island Birdlife is com- 
piled by Edwin Way Teale, 
nationally known authority; 
the island’s mammals, by Dr. 
W. J. Hamilton, Cornell zoolo- 
gist. The most extensive cov- 
erage of the island’s Indians 
ever printed was prepared by 
John H. Morice. Among the 
authors represented are J. 
Russel Sprague, Dr. Oscar G. 
Darlington, Dr. Clarence Ash- 
ton Wood, Miss Jacqueline 
Overton, Rev. John K. Sharp, 
Chester R. Blakelock, Osborn 
Shaw, Herbert F. Ricard, 
Preston R. Bassett, Robert R. 
Coles, Halsey B. Knapp, 
Nancy Boyd Willey, Mary E. 
Bell—in all more than forty 
such authorities. 
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tinguished patron, Queen Vic- 
toria, Who commanded the ar- 
tist and his panorama to a 
private performance at Wind- 
sor Castle. When one looks at 
pictures of Windsor and Glen- 
ada Castles side by side, it is 
plain to see where many of 
Banvard’s architectural ideas 
originated. 

It is common experience, is 
it not, that once having be- 
come aware of a name or sub- 
ject, one Comes across it again 
and again in unexpected 
places. The Mutual Broadcast- 
ing Company has an evening 
show called “Behind the 
Story”, Marvin Miller, narra- 
tor. One evening in 1950 on 
this show I was startled to 
hear John Banvard’s name in 
the title “Two Strange Art- 
ists: Vincent Van Gogh and 
John Banvard”. The story 
Was a contrast of one man who 
painted thousands of pictures 
but sold only one during his 
lifetime, and another man who 
painted but one picture but 
made thousands of dollars 
from it. At my request Radio 
Features Inc. sent me a copy 
of the script. Again, I found 
Banvard’s Panorama men- 
tioned in an article on the Mis- 

ssippi in the magazine, 
“American Heritage”. John 
Banvard was not the forgotten 
min I had at first 
him to be 


supposed 


Contrary to the radio script, 
Banvard painted many pic- 
tures in later years. While 
abroad he had traveled and 
~ketched in many countries, 
Italy, Egypt and Palestine as 
well as England and 
during the 
Harbor years 


France 
Cold Spring 
many of those 
sketches were developed into 
paintings. One of them ‘lhe 
Orison”” based on the sketch of 
un italian Convent, five by 
even feet on the original can- 
Was reproduced by the 
chromolithographic pro- 
into a chrome 16 x 24 
inches and caused an artistic 
sensation. William Cullen Bry- 
ant, a Long Island neighbor of 
the artist, at Roslyn, wrote a 
column of critical appreciation 
of this in the “Evening Post’. 

During | residence = in 


ana 


Vas, 
new 


cess 


Glenada Castle Banvard and 
his family appear to have as- 
sociated themselves ver} 
closely with the village and its 
people. Altho the artist took 
keen delight in his fine home 
and its rich appointments, he 
apparently had no trace of 
snobbery in him. Old letters, 
records and handed - down 
memories show his children 
attending local church and 
school, playing with neighbor 
children, delighting them with 
invitations to ride in their 
pony cart. In letters to oid 
friends here, written from 
Ohio in 1932-3, a son, John Jr 
recalls his boyhood days in 
Glenada Castle, asks for news 


of certain village belles whom * 


he had escorted home from 
church or Temperance Society 
meetings. He speaks of his 
father’s showing pictures of 
Palestine and the Nile, at the 
schoolhouse for a benefit enter- 
tainment. In our library we 
have an old broadside, the size 
of a windowshade advertising 
a Fair Extraordinary in 1860, 
“after the manner of the Eng- 
lish Fairs and the Fetes of 
France” which Banvard had 
no doubt attended and _ ob- 
served and used as a model for 
the “celebration of the Open- 
ing of the New Shore Road” 
on that date. On the walls of 
Totten’s Livery stable and the 
old Blacksmith Shop he 
painted animal murals, largely 
horses and dogs, remembered 
still by some in our village | 
have been shown ornate Vic 
torian chairs and sofas still in 
use, purchased at the Banvard 
auction. 
The artist end his 


did not 
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days here. After the Civil 
War the investment of a large 
share of his fortune in the 
building and operating of a 
huge theatre and museum on 
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Broadway brought him to 
near-bankruptcy when _ the 
long depression which began 
in 1873 closed most such 
places of amusement. This 
theatre, incidentally, later be- 
came well known as Daly’s de- 
voted to Shakesperean pro- 
ductions and not razed until 
1920. Glenada Castle was sold 
toa Mr. Campbell, a fancier of 
trotting horses, and later be- 
came the nucleus of a fashion- 
able summer hotel. In _ the 
early eighties, the Banvards, 
their sons grown, went out to 
Dakota Territory where the 
artist spent his remaining 
vears in Watertown, S. D. and 
is buried there. A neighbor, 
a newspaper editor, and later 
Secretary of the State Histori- 
cal Society of South Dakota, 
put on file the artist’s story 
and some samples of his later 
work. 

It is from his son, Mr. Rob- 
inson of Yankton, South 
Dakota that much of my in- 
formation about Banvard has 
come. The Robinsons trace 
their family back to a John 
Robinson of Oyster Bay, a 
builder of Long Island grist 
mills. From this source come 
two more items about the 
unicue John Banvard. It was 
established in 1885 bv Richard 
Watson Gilder, Editor of the 
“Centurv” in a conversation 
with Civil War General Fre- 
mont that maps and charts of 
the Mississippi River submit- 
ted to Fremont by Ranvard in 
1861 were resvonsible for the 
snecess of the Union forces in 
cutting a canal thru Island No. 
10, bypassing a Confederate 
stronghold and putting the 
Unicnists in complete control 
of the river. Unconfirmed, al- 
tho | have written several let- 
ters. as vet unanswered, is the 
statement that the 
Paulette Goddard, is a great- 
granddaughter of John 
vard. 


actress, 
> 
»an- 


Recently I had occasion to 
tell the story of the Castle to 
a Class studying local history 
in our scheol. ““‘What became 
of the big Panorama?” I was 
asked and could only answer, 
“T wish I knew” 
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Smith and Meier Commended 

The March Forum 7 
good. I enjoyed particularly Julian 
Denton Smit delightful “Wher 
Cff-islanders Come On.” The see 
ourselves-as-others-see-us incidents 
did more to make one “feel” Long 
Island than many a factual treat 
could, 

I alse enjoyed the 
Wading River activit 
Hudsen Meier. The achievements of 
the Wading Riv Historical Sox 
ety, in so short a time, are an inspit 
aticn te other group 
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M.) Willey, 

, Minn 
Willey summer a 
their Long Island Herald Hous 
Sag Harbor, of which village Mrs 
Willey is the official historian. Both 
have written occasionally for the 
Forum of which the Doctor is a 
centributing edit otwithstanding 
his many resp« 
president in the business admini 
stration of the Univ itv of Minne 
sota 
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Letters From Our Readers 


the build to place the 
1 the te f Atlantic St. 
had forn y been called 
t Street 


rhe most formidable obstacle in 
the path of the builders was Cobble 
Hill, as the ridge that sloped up 
ward from the East River was 
called. From the highest point at 
linton St., the and gradually 
sloped downward to Boerum Place 
An open cut was dug through thi 
hill, a slow and tedious job with the 
tools then in use, pick and shovel 
with horse-drawn carts to remove 
xcavated material. While the digg 
y Was going on the trains ran, or 
rather moved slowly along Pacific 
St., to Boerum Place where they 
ot back onto Atlantic St. 
rhere is no agreement among 
early writers on the year in which Brooklyn Around 1880, Showing Bridge, Ferryhouse on Right, and Eagle Building on left 
was finished; one account make 
1842 after six vears work, an 
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( t | Page 
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